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Message from the Directors 
Dear Friends of the Trail Fund, 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and belief in the vision of a cleaner, greener, and more connected 
Stellenbosch. The past financial year has been one of significant progress, tangible community impact, and 
long-term strategic thinking. 
 
With your help, we were able to grow our reach, improve trail access and safety, strengthen environmental 
stewardship, and launch initiatives that uplift local communities. This review celebrates our collective 
achievements and outlines the roadmap for a more sustainable and resilient future. 
 
Warm regards, 
Ernst Gouws, Stephen Venter, Unathi Masopi and Holden Marshall 
 

About STF 
Founded in 2011, the Stellenbosch Trail Fund (STF) is a registered non-profit organisation committed to 
developing, maintaining and preserving recreational trails, green spaces, and natural heritage in the 
Stellenbosch region. Our focus areas include trail maintenance, river clean-ups, community employment, 
reforestation, environmental education, and fundraising to support these causes. 

 

2024 Highlights 
• R2.6 million raised (exceeding our R2.5m target) 

• Over 510 trees planted to date (30 this year alone) 

• R835,109 surplus secured to seed a new endowment fund 

• 7 full-time trail workers employed 

• Over 9 bags of waste removed daily from the Eerste River 

• Replacement STF vehicle acquired with support from sponsors 

• Thousands of trail users impacted through improved access and safety 

  



  2024 Annual Review 

P a g e  3 | 20 

 

 

Our Team 
STF is powered by six dedicated volunteers and a full-time trail maintenance team. We meet monthly to 
oversee finance, operations, environmental projects, municipal relations and more. Our trail maintenance 
team, led by Unathi Msophi, works tirelessly throughout the year and has become the heartbeat of our field 
operations. 
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Maintenance & Environmental Care 
• Eerste River Daily Clean-Ups: 9+ bags of rubbish removed per day. 

 
• Tree Watering: Manual watering of newly planted trees during dry months. 

 
• Piet Retief Street Clean-up: Thanks to private donors, STF now maintains this public space three 

days a week. 
 

• Winter Trail Maintenance: Active on Koloniesland, Botmaskop, G-Spot, Eden/Paradyskloof, 
Mont Marie, and Coetzenburg trails. Trail feedback is encouraged via social media and 
Trailforks.  

 

The table below summarises the total man-hours worked by our Trail Maintenance Team during 2024, 
split between the main focus areas: 

 
 

  

River cleanup Trees & Invasives River trails Mountain Trails

2024-01 210 590 0 140 940

2024-02 170 390 60 120 740

2024-03 180 360 60 170 770

2024-04 200 460 60 150 870

2024-05 180 330 60 210 780

2024-06 210 170 0 270 650

2024-07 110 260 0 130 500

2024-08 90 150 120 150 510

2024-09 110 300 60 180 650

2024-10 130 90 80 450 750

2024-11 130 300 0 160 590

2024 TOTAL 1720 3400 500 2130 7750

MONTH
MAN-HOURS WORKED TOTAL MAN-

HOURS
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Community Collaboration 
• Idas Valley Trails Training: Local team members were trained in berm building and water drainage on 

Mont Marie single-tracks. 
 

• Tikbos Ravine Clean-Up: Community volunteers joined forces to remove a full trailer of rubbish. 
 

• Safety Awareness Day: 27 August 2024, in collaboration with True Survival. 
 

• Cape Winelands Biosphere Training: Focused on biodiversity in the Eerste River using MINI-SASS 
and velocity plank tools. (Link to MINI-SASS: https://wrc.org.za/wp-content/uploads/mdocs/MiniSASS%20Manual.pdf) 

Special Projects 
• ABSA Cape Epic Partnership: Trails prepared for the event. Stellenbosch voted Best Stage Location 

2024. 
 

• Protea Replanting: Recovered post-2023 floods with support from De Fynne Nursery. 
 

• Landbousaal Update: Awaiting municipal structural repairs. Interim support from Stellenbosch 
University. 
 

• New STF Vehicle: Proudly sponsored by ABC Security, Remgro and Bovest. 

  

mailto:info@truesurvival.co.za
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Fundraising & Events 
• Annual Gala Auction (14 Nov @ Neil Ellis Wines): R448,000 raised. 

 
• Tree Planting Program: R227,700 raised in 2024. Tree health is guaranteed for three years post-

planting. 
 

• Branded Water Project: Stellenbosch Trail Water products, in partnership with RE Beverages and 
Visit Stellenbosch. 
 

• Merchandise: Cycling and trail gear sold via Adventure Shop. R25,296 raised. 
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Sponsors 
We extend heartfelt thanks to our corporate and community sponsors whose support ensures our 
continued success. Major contributions included legal services, insurance, radios, vehicle sponsorships, 
tree donations, auction prizes, and direct funding. 

Corporate Sponsors 
Sponsor Contribution 

ABC Security Armed response, security and donation of hand held radios  

ABSA Cape Epic Donations 

Adventure Shop Donations and Auction Prizes 

Bovest Short term insurance cover  

Cluver Markotter Free legal services 

Investec Donations 

Millenium Trust Donations 

Franic Trailer Rental Trailer rental and service 

Payat Donations 

Remgro Donations 

Smith and Associates Financial Audit and Statements 

Specialized Stellenbosch Auction Prizes 

Trees SA Discounted trees 

Visit Stellenbosch Donations 

Wine Lands Cycling Club Contribution from permit sales 

Capitec Donations 

RE Beverages Rebate on sales of Stellenbosch Trail Water 

Dorp Street Shell Monthly fuel contribution 

 

  

https://www.abcsecurity.co.za/
https://www.epic-series.com/capeepic-event-route
https://www.adventureshop.co.za/
https://bovest.co.za/
https://cluvermarkotter.law/
https://www.investec.com/
https://www.franic.co.za/
https://www.payat.co.za/
https://www.remgro.com/
https://smith1.co.za/
https://specializedbicyclesafrica.com/
https://www.trees-sa.co.za/
https://www.visitstellenbosch.org/
https://winelandscyclingclub.co.za/
https://www.capitecbank.co.za/
https://rebeverages.co.za/
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Other Sponsors 
Sponsor Contribution 

C2W Donations 

Cape Town Helicopters Auction Prizes 

De Fynne Nursery Donation of protea plants 

Digital Trails Website 

Eikestad Tuinsentrum Discount on purchases 

Flandria Auction Prizes 

Greg Minnaar Auction Prizes 

Hells End Bike Shop Auction Prizes 

Holden Marshall - Aardvark Bio Reserve Auction Prizes 

Jordan Wines Auction Prizes 

Kevin Harris – Ellerman House Auction Prizes 

Mont Marie Auction Prizes 

Natalie Phillips – Doringbos Farm Auction Prizes 

Neil Ellis Wines Auction Prizes 

Rose Jordaan - Plaisir Wines Auction Prizes 

Stellies Shakeout The SSO crew has been collecting funds for us from their members. 

Stephen Brown – Farm Keerweer Auction Prizes 

Stillwater Sports Donations 

Thesen Donations 

Winelands Trail Passes 

  
 

 

The Winelands Regional Board passes contributes a portion of all 
permit sales towards STF. 

 

https://www.helicopterscapetown.co.za/
http://www.defynne.co.za/
https://digitaltrails.co.za/
https://eiketuin.co.za/
https://flandria.co.za/
https://hellsend.com/
https://aardvarkbioreserve.com/
https://www.jordanwines.com/
https://www.ellerman.co.za/
https://www.montmarie.co.za/
https://www.doringbos.com/
https://neilellis.com/
https://www.plaisir.co.za/
ttps://www.instagram.com/stelliesshakeout/
https://www.instagram.com/stelliesshakeout/?hl=en
https://keerweer.com/
https://www.stillwatersports.com/
https://www.thesenislands.co.za/
https://winelandstrails.com/
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Individual Donations 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank each and every person who donated to the fund in their private 
capacity. We make this possible by providing our banking details via our website and also having Snapscan / 
Zapper barcodes available on most of our trails. 
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Financials 
Overview 

• Total Income: R2,595,027 

• Expenses: R1,759,918 

• Surplus: R835,109 

Breakdown of Major Contributions 
• R713,400: Section 18A donations 

• R712,960: General donations 

• R448,000: Gala auction 

• R227,700: Tree planting project 

Audited Financial Statements 
For transparency, our independantly audited financial statements from previous years are available via our 
website: Financials - Stellenbosch Trail Fund 

We would like to thank Smith and Associates for providing us with this service free of charge. 

 

Looking Ahead: STF Capital Fund 
Inspired by the success of other NGOs, we are launching the Stellenbosch Trail Capital Fund at our 2025 
Auction (planned for 20 November). This endowment model will secure long-term funding and impact. 
Donations will be managed by an independent investment committee with full transparency. We invite all 
supporters to contribute to this future-focused initiative. 

  

https://stellenboschtrailfund.co.za/financials/
https://smith1.co.za/
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Celebrating 2024 in Pictures 
Our Maintenance Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Mzimasi Stemela spends three days each week 
cleaning up the area along Piet Retief Street   
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Trail Maintenance 

 

Tikbos Ravine Clean-up  
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Training Idas Valley Community Trails Team  

 

 

ABSA Cape Epic Trails 
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Protea Planting 
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New Vehicle 
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Cape Winelands Biosphere Training 
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STF 2024 Auction 
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Branded Sales 
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Tree Planting 

 
 

Winelands 2024 Trail Pass 
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Stellies Shakeout 

 

Stay Connected 
Website: https://stellenboschtrailfund.co.za 
Instagram: @stellenboschtrailfund 
Facebook: Stellenbosch Trail Fund 
Email: info@stellenboschtrailfund.co.za 
 
Thank you for walking this journey with us. Let’s keep building trails — and legacies — together. 
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